Possessing Your Promise
Romans 8 / Exodus 17
2 Corinthians 3:17,18
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom. 18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect
the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the
Spirit.
Joshua 1:10,11 (ESV)
10 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people,
11 “Pass through the midst of the camp and command the
people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are
to pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land
that the Lord your God is giving you to possess.’”
Possess: yârêsh (yaw-raysh´); to occupy (by driving out previous
tenants, and possessing in their place); to seize, to rob, to
inherit; to expel, to impoverish, to ruin;—cast out, consume,
destroy, disinherit, dispossess, drive out, enjoy, expel.
Psalm 21:1-7 (A Psalm of David)
1 O Lord, the king rejoices in your strength. How great is his joy in
the victories you give! 2 You have granted him the desire of his
heart and have not withheld the request of his lips. 3 You
welcomed him with rich blessings and placed a crown of pure
gold on his head. 4 He asked you for life, and you gave it to him
- length of days, for ever and ever. 5 Through the victories you
gave, his glory is great; you have bestowed on him splendor
and majesty. 6 Surely you have granted him eternal blessings
and made him glad with the joy of your presence. 7 For the
king trusts in the Lord; through the unfailing love of the Most
High he will not be shaken.

Psalm 149:6-9
6 May the praise of God be in their mouths and a doubleedged sword in their hands, 7 to inflict vengeance on the
nations and punishment on the peoples, 8 to bind their kings
with fetters, their nobles with shackles of iron, 9 to carry out the
sentence written against them. This is the glory of all his saints.
Praise the Lord.
Romans 8:28-39
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his
purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined,
he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he
justified, he also glorified. 31 What, then, shall we say in
response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has
chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns?
Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—
is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day
long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in
all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

3 Keys to Possessing Your Promise
1. Recognize Your are a Son not a Slave
Numbers 13:26-33
26 [The spies] came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole
Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There
they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed
them the fruit of the land. 27 They gave Moses this account:
“We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow
with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live
there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large.
We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites
live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the
hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along
the Jordan.” 30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses
and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for
we can certainly do it.” 31 But the men who had gone up with
him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger
than we are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad
report about the land they had explored. They said, “The land
we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw
there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the
descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed
like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to
them.”
Numbers 14:1-9
That night all the people of the community raised their voices
and wept aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses
and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we
had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us
to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and
children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to
go back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to each other, “We should
choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”
5 Then Moses and
Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly

gathered there. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of
Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the
land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite
assembly, “The land we passed through and explored is
exceedingly good. 8 If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead
us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will
give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not
be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow
them up. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not
be afraid of them.”
2. Embrace the Wilderness
Exodus 13:17,18
17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on
the road through the Philistine country, though that was shorter.
For God said, “If they face war, they might change their minds
and return to Egypt.” 18 So God led the people around by the
desert road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of
Egypt armed for battle.
Exodus 17:8-15
8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at
Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men
and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top
of the hill with the staff of God in my hands.” 10 So Joshua
fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses,
Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. 11 As long as Moses
held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he
lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 12 When
Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under
him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on
one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady
till sunset. 13 So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the
sword. 14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as
something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua
hears it, because I will completely blot out the memory of

Amalek from under heaven.”15 Moses built an altar and called
it The Lord is my Banner.
The Purpose of the Wilderness
The Wilderness is a place of Provision
The Wilderness is a place of Miracles
The Wilderness is a place of Dependency
The Wilderness is a place of Strengthening
The Wilderness is a place of Understanding
The Wilderness is a place of Intimacy
3. Advance
Psalms 84:5-7
5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their
hearts on pilgrimage. 6 As they pass through the Valley of Baca
[weeping], they make it a place of springs; the autumn rains
also cover it with pools. 7 They go from strength to strength, till
each appears before God in Zion.

