The Face of Grace: Encounters With Jesus
Snake on a Stick
John 3
Covenant: an unchangeable, divinely imposed legal
agreement between God and man that stipulates the
conditions of their relationship
John 3: 1 – 18
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a
member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at
night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has
come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs
you are doing if God were not with him.” 3 In reply Jesus
declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless he is born again.” 4 “How can a man be born when
he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a
second time into his mother’s womb to be born!”
5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the
kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should
not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The
wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with
everyone born of the Spirit.”
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 10 “You are Israel’s
teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things?
11 I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we
testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not
accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things
and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of
heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except
the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of
Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in him
may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and
only Son.
John 3:17,18
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because he has not believed in the name
(authority) of God’s one and only Son.
Regeneration (being “born again”): a secret act of God in
which he imparts new spiritual life to us.
5 Truths About Regeneration
1. Happens without any action on our part
2. Affects our whole person
Ephesians 2:1-5 As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who
are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one
time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following
its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature
objects of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God,
who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when
we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved.

3. We become a “New Creation”
2 Corinthians 5:16,17
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of
view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no
longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
4. It is an instantaneous event
John 3:14,15
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of
Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in him
may have eternal life.
5. It is a permanent event
1 Peter 1:23 For you have been born again, not of perishable
seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word
of God.
Galatians 3:26-28
26 You are all sons (huios not teknon) of God through faith in
Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.
Effects of Being Born Again
Eternal Life (John 3:14,15)
Natural tendency towards good and away from sin (1 John 3:710)
A genuine, Christ-like love (1 John 4:7-8)
Protection from Satan (1 John 5:18-20)
Fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-24)
	
  

